U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Region II
26 Federal Plaza, Room 1351
New York, New York 10278

June 29, 2012
The Honorable Stephanie Miner
Mayor
City of Syracuse
203 City Hall
233 East Washington Street
Syracuse, NY 13202
Re: Technical Comments on Revised Preliminary FIS for Onondaga Creek in the City of
Syracuse, Onondaga County, NY (Community No.: 360595) (FIS No. 36067CV000A)
Dear Mayor Miner:
This letter is in response to your letter dated April 27, 2012, concerning the revised Preliminary Flood
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report for Onondaga County, New York
(All Jurisdictions) dated March 30, 2012. With your April 27 letter, you enclosed technical information,
including hydrologic gage records and structural dimensions, to support your request that FEMA revise
the current modeling for Onondaga Creek and revise the final FIRM and FIS report accordingly. You
also enclosed a completed Scientific Review Panel (SRP) application and Community Submittal
Agreement. In addition, you requested FEMA’s assistance in evaluating the effects of several proposed
mitigation projects on the delineation of the 100-year flood zone (also known as the 1-percent-annualchance floodplain).
FEMA has completed its review of the technical information provided by the City, and has determined
that changes to the revised Preliminary FIRM and FIS report are warranted. The submitted data has been
incorporated into the appropriate portions of the FIS report and FIRM panels as discussed below. Given
the information has been incorporated in the FIS and FIRM, there is no need to pursue execution of the
SRP.
In response to your community’s interest in evaluating the effects of several proposed mitigation projects
on the delineation of the 1-percent-annual-chance floodplain, FEMA encourages local efforts to mitigate
flood hazards. Although FEMA must base FIRMs and FIS reports on existing conditions, FEMA staff
will engage in dialogue with officials of your community in the coming weeks to better understand the
status and timing of planned projects. Based on this dialogue, FEMA staff will work in collaboration
with your community to determine a path forward that is consistent with National Flood Insurance
Program regulations and NFIP statutes. We encourage you to learn more about FEMA’s hazard
mitigation grant programs, which may provide a source for funding for future hazard mitigation initiatives
in your community. Information on these programs is available on FEMA’s website at:
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/hma/index.shtm.
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We have revised appropriate panels of the Preliminary FIRM and the FIS report to reflect the effects of
the technical information submitted with your April 27 letter. Revised Preliminary FIRM Panels
36067C0216F, 36067C0217F, 36067C0218F, 36067C0219F, and 36067C0332F, and portions of the FIS
report are enclosed. The revised panels and FIS report reflect changes in the flood hazard data for
Onondaga Creek from Kirkpatrick Street to Cross Section S downstream of West Colvin Street.
Please review the enclosed revised portions of the Preliminary FIRM and FIS report to verify that the
updated flood hazard data has been correctly incorporated, where appropriate. Please submit your
comments within 30 days of the date of this letter to:
Timothy P. Crowley
Director, Mitigation Division
FEMA Region II
290 Broadway, 29th Floor
New York, New York 10278

We appreciate your community’s comments and commitment to having the most accurate floodplain
information available reflected in the FIRM and FIS report. If you have any questions regarding this
matter, please contact Paul Weberg of my office, at 212-680-3638.
Sincerely,

Timothy P. Crowley
Director
Mitigation Division
FEMA Region II
Enclosures:
Revised Preliminary FIRM
Revised Preliminary FIS report
cc:

Ms. Mary Robison, P.E., City Engineer, City of Syracuse
The Honorable Joanne M. Mahoney, Onondaga County Executive
Mr. William Nechamen, NFIP State Coordinator
Mr. Kevin Delaney, NYSDEC, Region 7 North
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bcc: Region Director RII-MT
FEDD File
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